
  

   All Saints  ACORN    

 Our Savior is Near 
   From the Desk of Reverend William Broach 

  

Advent, what a glorious time of the year!  When we separate ourselves from the  

materialism, and from the pressure of the media and the marketers, the holiday  

season returns to a simpler time.  Walking with Christ is like that. In preparing to 

celebrate His birth we become selfless and able to share the love of God with friends and family. 
     

Christmas is a special time for the whole world, not just for Christians.  Christ came that all of  

        humanity might be able to be delivered from the bondage of sin which separates    

mankind from God. 
     

But did you know that Christmas as we know it is fairly recent?  The roots of the 

celebration began thousands of years before the birth of Jesus.  In the darkness 

and cold grip of winter there came hope -- the winter solstice.  That was the 

time when the days began to lengthen again, and which has been a celebra-

tion in the northern hemisphere as far back as written and oral history can 

take us, perhaps 4,000 years or more. 
     

In Europe, the Germanic peoples shared solstice celebrations to honor the god Odin; the Norse shared 

the planting festival of the Yule; and in Rome were the feasts of Saturnalia, Juvenalia, and the births 

of Mithra and their sun god.  All gave testimony that even the collective pagan minds groaned, as did 

all of creation.  They awaited a Savior to deliver them from what “Matthew 

Poole’s Commentary” described as he referenced St. Paul’s Epistle, Romans  

8:18 

 

"If here again the heavens and the earth, with what is therein, be  

understood,  then the apostle further enlargeth upon their present  

state and condition; before they waited and expected deliverance,  

now they groan and travail in pain. They also are metaphorical  

expressions; one is taken for a man who hath upon Him a heavy  

burden, another from a woman that is near her delivery.  And this  

they do until now; i.e. from the fall of Adam to this present day.  

They that understand the words of the Gen-

tile world, thus interpret them: We, the apos-

tles and ministers of Jesus Christ, do find by 

experience, that the  

Gentiles are very forward to receive the  

gospel when they hear it, whilst the Jews 

generally reject it.  The Gentile world is, as it 

were, in pangs of travail ever since Christ’s 

time till now, ready to bring forth sons and 

daughters to God.” 
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All Saints Church 
901-A New Warrington Road 
P.O. Box 4538 Pensacola, Florida 32507 
Church (850) 453-1422 
Rectory: (850) 776-5920 

 
Clergy 
The Reverend William F. Broach, Rector 
The Reverend Hugh B. Hall, Jr., Associate Rector 
 
Vestry 
Dottie Bowne   Senior Warden 
Robert James     Junior Warden 
Alexander Ilnyckyj   Assistant Junior Warden 
Jean Curtis   Secretary 
Anita Boseman   Treasurer 
Charles Denison            Registrar 
Kay Addison   Mary Lane 
Wayne Maddox 
 
 
Lay Readers:  Keith Stevens 
Acolytes:   Keith Stevens 
Organist:   Pat Senkow 
Choir Director:  Pat Senkow 
Church Secretary  Anita Boseman 
 
 
Altar Guild:     Jean Jongewaard 
St. Margaret’s Auxiliary:     Dottie Bowne 
Needle Arts Ministry    Jean Curtis 
Youth /Children's Program Amanda Tarr  Sherry Webber
   Ann White  Nancy White  
   Courtney Walker  Tammy Carroll 
   Vincent Way 
 

Schedule of  Services 
 

Sunday 8:00 A.M. 
Holy Communion 

Children and Nursery Time Provided 
 

Sunday 9:15 A.M. 
Adult Bible Study 

Youth and Children’s Bible Study 
 

Sunday 10:30 A.M. 
Sunday Services 

Children and Nursery Time Provided 
 

Thursday 10:00 A.M. 
Holy Communion 

Bible Study 
 

Wednesday 5:30 P.M. 
Dinner for Community 

Evening Prayer  
Bible Study 
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Continued fROM  page one  

             Our Savior is Near                             
   

     And the word from St. Luke 2:7-14 were fulfilled: 
 

 7   And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,  

   and laid him in a  

      manger;  because there was no room for them in the inn.   

    8   And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping  watch over their flock by night.  

  

 9   And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 

   were sore afraid. 

    10   And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 

   all people.   

 11   For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.    

 12   And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

 13   And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

    14   Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 

And for the first time humanity had the assurance of God’s love, and into a dark world came hope and light. 

   

Although the Christians didn’t officially celebrate the birth of Jesus for 300 years after His resurrection, early 

church officials had decided to institute a feast day to mark His birth.  Since the Bible made no mention of the 

date or time of year, Pope Julius I set Dec. 25 as the date for the “Feast of the Nativity.”  However, it took anoth-

er 400 years before this feast day was to replace the pagan rituals throughout Europe.  But, as the church gave no 

instructions for its observance, there were problems from the start; and, while the church celebrated Christ-Mass 

inside, there came drunken parties outside.  During some of these parties a peasant or beggar would be crowned 

by the crown as “lord”, who would lead the mob from house to house of the wealthy, and would demand food 

and drink (and “ye Merry Gentlemen” had best comply).  Thus, in some areas, Christmas became an occasion for 

the “righting of wrongs” by “repaying” the poor with alms. 

     

In 1645, when Oliver Cromwell and his Puritans took control of England, he cancelled Christmas.  His basis was 

that the Bible made no mention of celebrations of births.  The Puritans thought it bore no resemblance to a Holy 

celebration, and, in Massachusetts, it was outlawed and punishable with a fine.  The Christmas we know here 

didn’t begin to take shape until the early 1800s with the publishing of Charles Dickens story, ‘A Christmas  

Carol’.  Emphasizing peace and good will toward all, it rang true with what many thought Christmas ought to be.   

     

By the mid 1920s came the trees and lights, cards and gifts, and feasts and Santa Claus.  But there continues to 

be the duality of those who mark the occasion with drunken revelry outside the church with consumerism and 

hedonism, and of those inside who celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   As we join together 

in seeing the powerful supernatural ways God moves as He touches and guides the lives of individuals and His 

church, let us remember to pray for and share our joy with those who do not yet know the firm and loving hand 

of our Lord.  And let us keep the faith as we carry forward the Great Commission to the world, sharing with 

them the good news of the birth of the Savior, not just for us, but for all of humanity. 

      

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us 

all evermore.  Amen.                         A Merry and safe Christmas one and all!       Fr. Bill Broach 
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Words for Christmas from Rev. Hall 
Christmas 2014 

Dear Members and Friends of All Saints Parish, 

     At Christmastime we hear again the familiar Nativity Story from St. Luke.  We hear 

of the long journey of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem, and it was  

particularly difficult for Mary in her condition.  And they arrived in Bethlehem just in 

time for her delivery.  But when they looked for accommodations, Scripture says, “…

there was no room for them in the inn.”  (Lk. 2:7) 

     Sadly, that has been the story again and again in history and in our own country as well – no room for 

Him in the inn.  No room for Him in our modern science.  Science has produced some tremendous  

accomplishments, but it leaves God out.  The Hubbell telescope has discovered millions of stars, but it has 

failed to see and hear what the Psalmist knew centuries ago:  “The heavens declare the glory of God; and 

the firmament showeth his handy-work.  Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth 

knowledge.”  (Ps. 19:1, 2)  And there is no room for Him in modern public school education, either, where 

teachers are forbidden to wear a cross or to have a Bible on their desks.  And in many ways there is no 

room for Him in our social life.  A Christmas crèche is prohibited in many places, and “Season’s  

Greetings” is substituted for “Merry Christmas.”  And the music in many of our stores has gone from bad 

to worse, and what we often hear now is a mockery of the familiar Christmas hymns and carols. 

     There was no room for Him in the inn, but the Messiah came anyway!  That is the Good News of 

Christmas.  No one and nothing could keep Him out.  In his love for us, Jesus Christ, the Creator of the  

universe, humbled Himself to be born in a manger.  The stable was his birthplace, and the cross was his 

throne; and there he conquered sin and Satan and death and opened the gate of Heaven to all believers.  

“He came unto his own, and his own received Him not.  But as many as received Him, to them gave he 

power to become the sons of God….”  (Jn. 1:11, 12a)  And wherever he is received today, Jesus Christ 

makes the difference.    

     Christ makes the difference for many scientists, who see beyond their own scientific field to the Word 

of God, the Logos, who created it all; and in their devotion they worship Him.  And their witness in our 

time is profound!  And Christ makes the difference for many, many teachers, who continue to witness to 

their faith and to see education as the formation of character, not just the acquisition of skills.  Again and 

again, often against great odds, they are able to touch the lives of students in a way that makes a profound 

difference.  And Christ continues to make Himself known in our social life.  Throughout this country and 

throughout the world Christians from many backgrounds and languages will gather to welcome the Christ 

Child this year.  And some of those welcoming the Lord will do so at the risk of their lives.  Christ makes 

the difference; and because of the difference he makes, Christians make the difference again and again in 

our world.  It is Christians who built the churches and the schools and the hospitals.  In Jerusalem in Jesus’ 

time and in ancient Rome, there were no hospitals.  Hospitals grew out of the Christian monasteries where 

the poor and the hungry and the sick were cared for in Christ’s name.  And in modern times the world-

famous Mayo Clinic was started after a natural disaster by one doctor, whose staff consisted of nuns from a 

local Roman Catholic religious order.  Christians have made a difference in life be-

cause Christ has made a difference in them. 

     And what about us?  Is there room in our lives and in our hearts for Him?  How 

will we be spending Christmas this year?  I hope you can take part in the Christmas 

Eve Candlelight Carol and Holy Communion Service at All Saints, starting at 6:00 

p.m.  It is one of the great services of the whole year.  If you can’t be present, I hope 

you will take time at 6:00 p.m., wherever you are, to celebrate, with all those at All 

Saints, God’s Gift of Himself to us at Christmas.         

                                                                                        Sincerely Yours in Jesus 



 

Services at all saints  
through December 2014 

 

Sunday, November 30th 1st Sunday in Advent 

7:50 a.m. Lighting Advent Wreath 

8:00 am  Holy Communion  10:30 am Morning Prayer 
 

Sunday, December 7th  2nd Sunday in Advent 

7:50 a.m. Lighting Advent Wreath 

8:00 am  Holy Communion  10:30 am Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, December 14th 3rd Sunday in Advent 

7:50 a.m. Lighting Advent Wreath 

8:00 am  Holy Communion  10:30 am Morning Prayer 
 

Sunday, December 21st 4th Sunday in Advent 

7:50 a.m. Lighting Advent Wreath 

8:00 am  Holy Communion  10:30 am Holy Communion 
 

Christmas Eve  
Wednesday,  December 24              

6:00 p.m.  Carols and Holy Communion  
  

Christmas Day 
Thursday, December 25  10:00 a.m. Holy Communion  

  

Holy innocents                              sunday, December 28   
8:00 A.M. Holy communion          10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer  

  

epiphany 
 tuesday, January 6, 2015            5:00 p.m.  Candle light service 
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A Hymn a Day for the Twelve Days of Christmas 
 

OK, after a month of the secular "holiday season," you really are tired of the usual 

Christmas hymns and carols.  But what would the celebration of Christmas be without 

music?  So, why not make the Twelve Days of Christmas into a truly musical festival by 

singing and, if necessary, learning some different hymns and carols?  Here are some  

suggestions:  The First Day of Christmas:  Christmas Day  

Hymn:  CHRISTIANS, AWAKE, SALUTE THE HAPPY MORN  This hymn was  

written as a Christmas present to the author's daughter, but it is not about merry old elves 

or sugar plum fairies.  Rather, it has a very exalted theme:  "Rise to adore the mystery of 

love."  Nativity  Gerard David (1460-1523)  

The Second Day of Christmas:  The Feast of St. Stephen -  

Hymn:  GOOD KING WENCESLAS  This carol is not really about St. Stephen, the first 

Christian to give his life for Christ, but it is about giving.  The second day of Christmas, "Boxing Day", has 

traditionally been a day to serve the poor, as the great Bohemian saint demonstrated.  The carol was written by 

Anglicanism's prolific hymnographer, John Mason Neale. 

The Third Day of Christmas:  The Feast of St. John the Evangelist - PRAISE GOD FOR JOHN 

Here is a relatively new hymn, written to celebrate the mystical evangelist John.  The text is still under copy-

right, so you will have to look it up in The Hymnal 1982.  But the link will take you to 

Sir Arthur Sullivan's tune, with the seasonally appropriate title "Noel."  

The Fourth Day of Christmas:  The Feast of the Holy Innocents of Bethlehem - 

COVENTRY CAROL  This Renaissance carol tells the story of the boys whom 

this day commemorates--no sugar plum fairies here, either. 

The Fifth Day of Christmas:  The Feast of St. Thomas of Canterbury -  

THE HURON CAROL  Jean de Brébeuf was a 16th century Jesuit missionary to 

the Native Americans of Ontario.  He wrote this carol in the Huron language and 
incorporated local color into the ancient story.  Like Archbishop Thomas á Becket, 

whose feast this is, de Brébeuf was martyred. 

The Sixth Day of Christmas - ON THIS DAY EARTH SHALL RING   

This 16th century carol has a Latin refrain:  Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo:  "Therefore, glory to God in the 

highest!" 

The Seventh Day of Christmas - LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS   

Christina Rossetti may be better known for another Christmas hymn, "In the bleak midwinter," which 

gives a very intimate perspective on the Christmas story.  "Love came down at Christmas" is more directly 

theological, but it, too, is about the mystery of the intimate love of God for humankind. 

The Eighth Day of Christmas:  The Holy Name of Jesus - JESUS! NAME OF WONDROUS LOVE! 

On the eighth day after his birth, a Jewish boy is circumcised and named.  Until then he has no identity, 

either as a member of a community or as an individual.  Circumcision binds him by blood to God and 

makes him a member of God's covenant community.  The name he is given is more than a calling card:  it 

expresses his true identity.  "Jesus" is the Human Name of God above. 

  The Ninth Day of Christmas - FROM HEAVEN ABOVE TO EARTH I COME 

Congregations were moved by Martin Luther's poignant telling of the Christmas story.  It was as if they 

were really there in Bethlehem.  This truly homely hymn was written for his little son and was dramatized 

every year in the family celebration of Christmas Eve.  Perhaps Martin himself sang the part of the angel 

whom little Hans bid "Welcome to earth." 

http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/c/c126.html
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/g/g333.html
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/p/p043.html
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/l/l551.html
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/t/i/tistmowt.htm
http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh248.sht
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/l/c/lcamdown.htm
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/j/j142a.html
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/f/r/o/fromheav.htm
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St. Margaret’S  
Auxiliary Meeting 

 

     13 ladies attended the St. Margaret’s Auxiliary 

meeting held on Tuesday, October 21st. Much was dis-

cussed including nominations for a new board. The 

new board will be announced at the November meet-

ing. 

     Food boxes for the needy have been given by the 

auxiliary for some time now and it was agreed to buy 

three extra boxes for Thanksgiving. 

     Future events such as the children dressing up for 

All Saints Day and a Cook-Off planned for Saturday, 

November 1st was also mentioned and talked about. 

     Jean Curtis asked if an exhibit depicting the 100th 

anniversary of World War I could be placed in the 

Parish Hall for November 9th. This was agreed upon. 

Anita and Jean Jongwaard offered to help with the ex-

hibit. Also, Anita will donate the flowers for the altar 

on that Sunday. 

     The auxiliary was thanked by Rev. Broach for 

making the visit of Bishop Bena and his wife, Mary 

Ellen, “a great occasion.” A small group gathered for 

the November meeting, probably due to inclement 

weather, but plans were made nevertheless. With 

Christmas fast approaching  a committee for planning  

the St. Margaret’s party was elected.  Jean  

Curtis, Dottie Bowne and Ada Covan. These three  

ladies will meet December 5th to plan the occasion. 

     A new St. Margaret’s Auxiliary board will take 

over in January. A slate of officers was presented. 

Dottie Bowne – president. Diana Carter – vice      

president. Linda Tillery will continue as treasurer and 

Jean Curtis will continue as secretary. 

      

The Christmas party will be held on  

Tuesday, December 16th in the parish hall com-

mencing at 11 a.m.  This has always been such 

a joyful event. Attendees are asked to bring a 

small wrapped gift of the value $10 for a 

Christmas game – different one this year! 

There will be carol singing and a buffet.  

The Twelve Days  
of Hymns 

 

The Tenth Day of Christmas -  

DOST THOU IN A MANGER LIE  The poet asks "If 

[thou art] a monarch, where [is] Thy state? Where 

Thy court on Thee to wait?"  And into the mouth of 

the Infant he puts words that echo St. Paul's great 

hymn of the Incarnation in Philippians 2:  "though he 

was in the form of God, [he] did not regard equality 

with God as something to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave...." 
 

The Eleventh Day of Christmas -  

I SAW THREE SHIPS COME SAILING IN - In 

a majestic, yet playful, metaphor, the Holy  

Trinity delivers Christ to Bethlehem on the day 

of his birth. 
 

The Twelfth 

Day of  

Christmas -  

A BABE IS 

BORN IN 

BETHLEHEM  

This 14th  

century  

Benedictine  

processional  

recapitulates the 

story for us one 

more time, and 

anticipates the 

arrival of the 

wise men tomorrow, on the Feast of the  

Epiphany. 

      

And one more for a baker's dozen -  

SEE AMID THE WINTER'S SNOW 

Edward Caswall of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri 

wrote this fine text which is set to music by John 

Goss, long-time organist of St. Paul's, London. 

                                        Compiled by Jean Curtis 

http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/d/d066.html
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/b/a/babeborn.htm
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/b/a/babeborn.htm
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/b/a/babeborn.htm
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/s/s053.html


 

St. Margaret’S ChriStMaS party 
is a tremendous success  
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                        FROM THE DESK OF  

           Reverend Hugh B. Hall 
 

Dear Members and Friends of All Saints Parish, 
 

     Last month in my article about St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans, I mentioned how  

different the Christian Faith is from all other religions.  All other religions say that  

the way to get things right with God is to obey His law.  Christianity is different.   

It does not begin with our keeping God’s law – which no one can do completely.   

Christianity begins with the Good News of what God has done to rescue us.  Christianity proclaims that 

“while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Rom. 5:8)  God, in His love, took the initiative.  He 

reached out to us before we ever thought of reaching out to Him.  The righteousness that God’s justice de-

mands is the righteousness that God Himself provides in His gift of His Son to pay the price for our sins.  

Christ in His crucifixion has done for us what we could never do for ourselves.  This is the righteousness 

of God apart from the law, the righteousness for which Christ has paid the price.  We cannot earn this love.  

We can only accept it in trust and in thankfulness.  I like the way John Stott presents it: 
All human beings, who know that God is righteous and they are not (since ‘there is no-one righteous, not 

even one’, [Rom.] 3:10), naturally look around for a righteousness which might fit them to stand in God’s 

presence.  There are only two possible options before us.  The first is to attempt to build or establish our 

own righteousness, by our good works and religious observances.  But this is doomed to failure, since in 

God’s sight even ‘all our righteous acts are like filthy rags’.  (Isaiah 64:6)  The other way is to submit to 

God’s righteousness by receiving it from him as a free gift through faith in Jesus Christ.  (Philippians 3:9)  

In [Romans 10] verses 5 – 6 Paul calls the first the righteousness that is by the law and the second the 

righteousness that is by faith.  (John Stott, The Message of Romans, p. 281) 

     Does it mean then, if Christ has paid the price in full that it doesn’t matter what we do, that we are free 

to do whatever we like?  Since the time of St. Paul some people have misunderstood justification by faith 

in this way.  But the fact is that, having been justified by Christ, we now belong to him.  Having been re-

deemed by Him, we want to live in His fellowship.  Again, as John Stott presents it: 
Once we have been united to Christ in His death, our old life is finished; it is ridiculous to suggest that we 

could ever go back to it.  Besides, we have risen to a new life.  In one sense, we live this new life through 

faith in Christ.  In another sense, it is not we who live it at all, but Christ who lives it in us.  And, living in 

us, He gives us new desires for holiness, for God, for heaven.  It is not that we cannot sin again; we can.  

But we do not want to.  (John Stott, The Message of Galatians, pp. 65 – 66)  

     Take, for example, a member of Alcoholics Anonymous.  He has been sober now for ten years.  By 

God’s grace he has been delivered from alcohol.  Now that he is free from alcohol, does that mean he is 

free to go back to drinking?  Or to go to narcotics?  Certainly not!  That would be self-defeating, wouldn’t 

it?  Even so with us.  As someone has put it, Christ frees us from sin; He has not freed us for sin. 

                        Christianity is unique among the religions of the world.  Only the Christian Faith presents  

                        “a righteousness from God, apart from the law…This righteousness from God comes   

                        through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.”  (Romans 3:21 – 22) 
                                                            Sincerely Yours in Jesus Christ, 
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All saints needle arts  
Items to bring joy to 

those in Hospital 
      

      The needle arts ladies decided to expand 

their Christmas offerings to the Veterans and those 

in the hospital to include knitted items, crochet 

items, needlepoint items and small pillows.   We 

had over four large bags of wonderful gifts to  

distribute.   A special “thank you” to each and  

everyone that participated in making an item as it 

brightened someone’s life.  Merry Christmas to All. 

  

The next meeting date will be January 12, 2015. at 

10 am in the Parish Hall 

  

it’S a BleSSing planning 
calendar for 2015  

 

 

All Saints Youth 
 

November 1  All Saints Youth participated 

in the All Saints Day Soup Cook-off.   

Austin Tarr won the Cook-Off Trophy for 

the Youth with his potato soup. 

November 21 The Youth had an overnight 

and prepared bags to take to the people in 

the Southern Oaks Nursing home.  The 

youth made candles and pine cone tree  

ornaments.  Everyone chipped in and helped 

Austin prepare the dinner.  It was great. 

We even made a Gingerbread house. 

 
 
 
 
 

December 13  The youth wrote Merry 

Christmas cards and filled stockings with 

holiday chocolate kisses.  They put a card 

and stocking in the “Merry Christmas” bags  

and headed to the Southern Oaks Nursing 

home.  The gratitude on the faces of the 30 

residents that received the bags touched 

each of our hearts.  We talked about our 

feelings and decided to do it again next year.  

The youth then went to CiCi’s for pizza and 

fun.  We finished up the night with hot 

chocolate at the Pensacola Christmas  

Parade.  Everyone had a wonderful time. 

December 14 We received Christmas Cards 

from our secret “Christmas Prayer parter.” 

Last Day to Order 

  

SATURDAY 

Distribution Day 

  

SATURDAY 

  

JANUARY 17 JANUARY 24 

FEBRUARY 14 FEBRUARY 21 

MARCH 14 MARCH 21 

APRIL 11 APRIL 18 

MAY 9 MAY 16 

JUNE 13 JUNE 20 

JULY 11 JULY 18 

AUGUST 5 AUGUST 22 

SEPTEMBER 12 SEPTEMBER 19 

OCTOBER 17 OCTOBER 24 

NOVEMBER 14 NOVEMBER 21 

DECEMBER 12 DECEMBER 19 
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THE CHRISTMAS STORY 
This article was researched and compiled by the All Saints Youth Group.  The article starts out with two of the 

many prophecies that centered on the birth of Jesus.   

 The Messiah Will Be Born In Bethlehem   Micah 5:2 – “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a 

small village in Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past.”  Micah 

was an eighth century B.C. prophet.  The Book of Micah tells how the judgment of God will fall on Samaria 

and Jerusalem due to sin, and afterwards, God will give restoration. Micah describes a wonderful future where 

the city of Bethlehem will give birth to a ruler greater than David. He also prophesies of a time when Jerusa-

lem will become the religious center of the world.   The Fulfillment:   Luke 2:4-5, 7, 15 – “And because Joseph 

was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from 

the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was obviously pregnant by this time. She 

gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped Him snugly in strips of cloth and laid Him in a manger, because there 

was no room for them in the village inn. When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 

‘Come on, let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this wonderful thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 

about.’”   John 7:42 – “For the Scriptures clearly state that the Messiah will be born of the royal line of David, in 

Bethlehem, the village where King David was born.”  

     The Messiah Will Be Born Of A Virgin   Isaiah 7:14 – “All right then, the Lord Himself will choose the sign. 

Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call Him Immanuel – ‘God is with us.’”   

Isaiah 9:6-7 – “For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. And the government will rest on His shoulders. These 

will be His royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His ever expanding,  

peaceful government will never end. He will rule forever with fairness and justice from the throne of His ancestor 

David. The passionate commitment of the Lord Almighty will guarantee this!”   The prophet Isaiah lived in Jerusa-

lem in the eighth century B.C.   Chapter 7 of Isaiah was written about 735 B.C. King Ahaz was on the throne 

and Isaiah was sent with the message that God was sending Judah a sign – this sign would be a child called 

“God is with us.”  The Fulfillment :  Matthew 1:20-23 – “As he considered this, he fell asleep, and an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream. ‘Joseph, son of David,’ the angel said, ‘do not be afraid to go ahead with your  

marriage to Mary. For the child within her has been conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you 

are to name Him Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.’  

 The following Christmas story is paraphrased from the New Testament books of Matthew and Luke in the 

Bible and gives a biblical account of the events surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ.  Mary, a virgin, was  

living in Galilee of Nazareth and was engaged to be married to Joseph, a Jewish carpenter. An angel visited her 

and explained to her that she would conceive a son by the power of the Holy Spirit. She would carry and give 

birth to this child and she would name him Jesus.  At first Mary was afraid and troubled by the angel's words. 

Being a virgin, Mary questioned the angel, "How will this be?" The angel explained that the child would be 

God's own Son and, therefore, "nothing is impossible with God." Humbled and in awe, Mary believed the  

angel of the Lord and rejoiced in God her Savior.  Surely Mary reflected with wonder on the words found 

in Isaiah 7:14 foretelling this event, "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel." (KJV) 
 

http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/p/newinternationa.htm
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The Birth of Jesus:    While Mary was still engaged to Joseph, she became pregnant 

through the Holy Spirit, as foretold to her by the angel. When Mary told Joseph she 

was pregnant, he had every right to feel disgraced. He knew the child was not his 

own, and Mary's apparent unfaithfulness carried a grave social stigma. Joseph not 

only had the right to divorce Mary, under Jewish law she could be put to death by 

stoning.  Although Joseph's initial reaction was to break the engagement, the appro-

priate thing for a righteous man to do, he treated Mary with extreme kindness. He did not want to cause her 

further shame, so he decided to act quietly. But God sent an angel to Joseph in a dream to verify Mary's 

story and reassure him that his marriage to her was God's will. The angel explained that the child within 

Mary was conceived by the Holy Spirit, that his name would be Jesus and that he was the Messiah, God 

with us. 

 When Joseph woke from his dream, he willingly obeyed God and took Mary home to be his wife, in 

spite of the public humiliation he would face. Perhaps this noble quality is one of the reasons God chose 

him to be the Messiah's earthly father.  Joseph too must have wondered in awe as he remembered the words 

found in Isaiah 7:14, "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and 

will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel." (KJV) 

 At that time, Caesar Augustus decreed that a census be taken, and every person in the entire  

Roman world had to go to his own town to register. Joseph, being of the line of David, was required to go 

to Bethlehem to register with Mary. Due to the census, While in Bethlehem, Mary gave birth to  

Jesus. Probably due to the census, the inn was too crowded, and Mary gave birth to Jesus in a crude stable. 

She wrapped the baby in cloths and placed him in a manger. 

     The Shepherds Worship the Savior:  Out in the fields, an angel of the Lord appeared to the  

shepherds who were tending their flocks of sheep by night. The angel announced that the Savior had been 

born in the town of David. Suddenly a great host of heavenly beings appeared with the angels and began 

singing praises to God. As the angelic beings departed, the shepherds decided to travel to  

Bethlehem and see the Christ-child.  There they found Mary, Joseph and the baby, in the stable. After their 

visit, they began to spread the word about this amazing child and everything the angel had said about him. 

They went on their way still praising and glorifying God. But Mary kept quiet, treasuring their words and 

pondering them in her heart. It must have been beyond her ability 

to grasp, that sleeping in her arms—the tender child she had just 

borne—was the Savior of the world. 

     The Magi Bring Gifts:  After Jesus' birth, Herod was king of 

Judea. At this time wise men (Magi) from the east saw a star, they 

came in search, knowing the star signified the birth of the king of 

the Jews. The wise men came to the Jewish rulers in Jerusalem 

and asked where the Christ was to be born. The rulers explained,  

“In Bethlehem in Judea," referring to Micah 5:2.  Herod secretly 

met with the Magi and asked them to report back after they had 

found the child. Herod told the Magi that he too wanted to go and 

worship the child. But secretly Herod was plotting to kill the child.  So the wise men continued to follow 

the star in search of the new born king and found Jesus with his mother in Bethlehem. (Most likely, Jesus 

was almost two years of age by this time.) They bowed and worshipped him, offering treasures of gold,  

incense, and myrrh. When they left, they did not return to Herod. They had been warned in a dream of his 

plot to destroy the child.               We celebrate Epiphany on January 6.                      compiled by the youth 

http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/p/newinternationa.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/a/JZ-Caesar-Augustus.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/qt/Census-Definition.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/oldtestamentpeople/a/King-David.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/a/Bethlehem.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/qt/JZ-Nativity-Of-Jesus.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/symbolspictures/ss/Travel-To-Bethlehem_4.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/a/Three-Kings.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/symbolspictures/ig/Christian-Symbols-Glossary/Christian-Stars.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/a/Bethlehem.htm
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%205:2&version=31
http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/a/JZ-Herod-The-Great.htm
http://bible.about.com/od/peopleandplaces/fl/The-Myth-of-the-Nativity-Wise-Men.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/a/Myrrh.htm
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.PRAYER REQUEST 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 
Parishioners: Billie Blount, Carolyn Ewing,  
Vivian Olsen, Betty Jo Savelle, Rose Marie  
Clothier, Steve Lyon, Kyle, John Medbery, Pat 
Senkow, Heidi and Chuck Denison, Daniel 
Walker, Joyce Walker, Bonnie and Jim Lewis, 
Dorothy Way, Pat Baker, Lorraine McLeod,  
John Andrews, Dr. Robert de Lisser, Mac Miller, 
McCall Richardson, Ann and Alicia White,  
Katherine Griffis, Keith Stevens, and Sherry 
Webber.  
 

Friends and Relatives: Conner McChessney,  
Susan B. Denison, Travis Carter, Desmond 
Mattison, Ron and Linda Parker, JoAnn  
Pinkston, Matthew, Fellishia, Shawn, and Dyson 
Carlson, Donald Jones, Mary Ann Ball, and 
Rich, Linda Bobe, Timothy and Sandy Austin, 
Russell and Ann, Corrine, Barbara Walker, Elsie 
Owen, Cathy, Christine Grey, Steve Baker, and 
Mary Ann Cleutat, Angela, Arden Upton, Harriet 
Bremner, Aurelia Medina, Walter Baker, Matt 
Bonnell, Betty Spiegle, Annette McKenzie, Ed 
Woolam, Carolyn Mayes, Veda Hood, Donnie 
Kimball, George Dodge, the Baker Family, and 
the Family of Robert Reints.               
 
“O merciful Father, giver of life and health, bless we 

pray 
Thee, Thy servants and those who minister to them 
of Thy healing gifts; that they may be restored to 

health of body and mind, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.” 

Please remember those serving in the Armed Forces: 
 

Captains Michael & Juliet Denison Ft. Gordon, 
Georgia 

Chaplain Terry Schrick, Afghanistan 
Capt. Patrick K. Cosgrove, USMC, Afghanistan 

Chaplain Tom Frizzell in Kuwait 
Cdr. Jason B. Fitch, Coronado, California 

 
“Lord, guard and guide the men who fly, 

And those who on the ocean ply. 
Be with our troops upon the land, 

And all those who for their country stand. 
Be with those guardians day and night, 

And may their trust be in Thy might.  Amen.” 
 

The Whole State of Christ’s Church 

The Rev. Jeremy Fletcher 
All Saints, Routh, York 

THE MORNING AFTER  
 

In II Timothy 3:16-17, we read “All scripture 

is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: that the man of God may be           

perfect,”   (that is “complete”)  “thoroughly          

furnished unto all good works.”  The words “all 

scripture” should not be neglected or forgotten.  We 

need to remember that all scripture ties into itself;  

that the Bible, inspired by the Holy Spirit, written by 

many different hands over many centuries, leads to 

the same place – the Risen Christ and the salvation  

offered through and by Him. 

I Timothy 5:3-16 deals with the listing of and 

caring for widows., and in the eighth verse, it states, 

“But if any provide not for his own, and specially for 

those of his own house, we hath denied the faith, and 

is worst than an infidel.”    

Strong words?  Yes, but Saint Paul wasn’t 

known for mincing words.  Now Paul comes to a 

problem caused by the compassion and sense of   

family created by the Christian faith.  

Matthew Henry’s commentary states: 

“Respect must be paid to the dignity of years and place. 
The younger, if faulty, must be rebuked, not as desirous to 
find fault with them, but as willing to make the best of 
them. There is need of much meekness and care in       
reproving those who deserve reproof.  Honour widows 
that are widows indeed, relieve them, and maintain them. 
It is the duty of children, if their parents are in need, and 
they are able to relieve them, to do it to the utmost of their 
power.   Widowhood is a desolate state; but let widows 
trust in the Lord, and continue in prayer.”  
      The commentary continues, “Those who would 
find mercy when they are in distress, must show mercy 
when they are in prosperity; and those who show most 
readiness for every good work, are most likely to be  
faithful in whatever is trusted to them.” 

I believe that these verses can best be 

summed up in Our Lord’s instruction to “LOVE 

ONE ANOTHER.” 
 

John 13: 34b-35   "As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another. By this all men will 

know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another."                                                 
                                                            kms  



January 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

         1 
New Years 

Day 

  

Circumcision 

of Christ 

2 

  

3 
 

4 
Second Sunday 

after Christmas 

5 6 
The Epiphany 

  

Service and 

Dinner 5:00 

pm 

7 
Robert De Lisser 

birthday 

8 
Holy  

Communion 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

11:00 am 

9 
Harry Maddison 

birthday 

10 
Vestry  

Meeting 10:30 

am Church 

Office 

 

It’s a Blessing 

orders 

11 
First Sunday 

after Epiphany 

Jim and Ada Covan 

anniversary 

12 
Needle Arts 

Group 10:00 

am Parish Hall 

13 14 

Family Night 

and Evening 

Prayer 

 

Prayer Warriors 

10:00 am Betty 

Jo’s home 

15 

Holy  

Communion 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

11:00 am 

16 17 
It’s a Blessing 

orders 

18 
Second Sunday 

after Epiphany 

Annual  

Parish  

Meeting 
  
Ellie Roberts birthday 

19 
Ada Covan  
birthday 

20 
St. Margaret’s 

Auxiliary 

10:00 am 

Parish Hall 

21 
Family Night 

and Evening 

Prayer 

  
Cameron Tarr 

birthday 

22 
Holy  

Communion 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

11:00 am 

23 24 

 
It’s a Blessing 

Distribution 

25 
Third Sunday 

after Epiphany 

26 27 
Rutabagas 

6:00 pm 

28 
Family Night 

and Evening 

Prayer 

29 

Holy  

Communion 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

11:00 am 
Eunice Mellon 

birthday 

30  31 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi1_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi1_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC/Epiphany/CEpi3.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html
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Special Activities 
Monday, January 12, 2015 

10 A.M.  NEEDLE ARTS 

MEETING AT PARISH HALL 
 

Tuesday,  January 20, 2015 

ST. MARGARET’S AUXILIARY  

10:00 A.M. in PARISH HALL 
  
Saturday, January 10,  2015 

VESTRY MEETING 

CHURCH OFFICE      10:30 A.M.  

 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

PRAYER WARRIORS  10:00 A.M. 

BETTY JO SAVELLE’S HOME 
 

Tuesday, JANUARY 27, 2015 

Rutabagas 6:00 P.M. PARISH HALL 
 

 

Wednesday Evenings will start up on 

January 14, 2015. 

        Family Night Bible Study 

        Light Dinner 

        Evening Prayer        

  Bible Study and Tutoring 

        5:30—7:00 
 

       Thursday Mornings 

 10:00 A.M. Holy Communion 

 11:00 A.M. Bible Study  

                                          

                   MERRY                  
CHRISTMAS 
      


